'  '  ■■  ■  % 


* 


* 


. 


Seafonable  Addrefs,  &c. 


n  , 


s' 


k 


T  H  E 


Seasonable  Address 

O  F  A 

MILITIA-MAN, 


To  thofe  of  his  Fraternity, 

o  N 

The  Prospect  of  a  PEACE, 


And  that  of  their  DilTolntion,  or  rather 

Difperfion,  in  Confcquencc  thereof. 


»  ■  —  Use  nugee  Seri  a  ducunt 

In  Mala . — 


IIOR. 


LONDON: 

Pr-inted  for  J.  W  i  l  k  i  e,  at  the  Bible  and  Crowny 
in  St.  Paul's  Church-Yard.  1761. 


# 


\ 


THE 

l 

Seafbnable  Addrefs*  &c. 

Gentlemen  ! 

IP  is  now,  let  me  fee,  three  or  four 

years,  perhaps  fomewhat  better, 

lince  many  of  you  have  been,  I  dare 

fay,  not  dif agreeably  diverted,  from  the 

quiet  and  peaceable  duties  of  your  refpec- 

tive  callings  —  from  the  counter ,  the  plough , 

and  other  the  ordinary  injlruments  of  in~ 

duftry  to  the  more  immediate  fervice  of 

your  country,  in  a  very  different  employ- 

meat  as  handlers  of  mufket,  fword 

and  bayonet.  Some  of  vou  have  not 
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been  harnejfed  more  than  a  year  or  two  ; 
long  enough  however,  I  am  perfuaded,  to 
underftand  what  you  were  about  — —  to 
have  perfected  yourfelves  in  the  art-mi - 
htary ,  and  other  genteel  accomplifhments 
of  the  profeflion,  under  the  able  tutors, 
aftigned  you  for  that  purpofe  ;  and,  after 
their  example ,  and  by  their  influence ,  to 
have  fig nalized  your  prowefs ,  and  per¬ 
formed  all  that  was,  by  the  moft  fanguine, 
expefied  from  you.  Even  they,  of  your 
refpertable  body,  who  being  as  yet  but 
tyro’s  in  the  army,  have  rather  wanted 
opportunity  than  zeal ,  to  exert  themfelves 
in  this,  fo  glorious  but  unufual ,  warfare; 
fhall  not,  by  me,  be  overlooked,  or  de¬ 
nied  their  due  fhare  of  praife  :  forafmuch 
as,  to  appearance  at  lead,  they  have  been 
neither  cleaf  nor  difobedient  to  the  fame 
virtuous  and  commendable  calls  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  public-fpirit ,  with  the  moft  for¬ 
ward 
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ward  and  boldejl  of  their  countrymen. 
Like  the  good  houfe-holder,  in  the  Gofpel, 
I  intend,  in  this  addrefs ,  making  no  dif- 
ti'nSlion  between  thofe,  who  came  laie  into 
the  vineyard,  and  thofe,  who  have  borne 
the  burthen  and  heat  of  the  day— -between 
foldiers  of  many  hours,  and  thofe,  of  a 

few  only - prefuming,  it  was  owing  to 

chance ,  to  a  mifreprefentation  of  things,  to 
any  caufe,  rather  than  want  of  loyalty  and 
courage ,  that  there  was  a  backwardnefs 
among fome  of  you,  to  take  on,  in  the 
Militia,  when  the  defign  was  firft  ftarted. 
I  have  now  the  fatisfaftion  to  hear,  by 
the  report  of  your  Officers ,  univerfally,  that 
your  affedlion  to  the  fervice  is  encreafed, 
in  the  fame  proportion,  with  the  unexpected 

fatigues  attending  it - and,  that  the  pcfl 

of  a  Militia-man ,  from  the  noble  Colonel 

quite  down  to  the  private  Sentinel,  inftead 

\  » 

of  being  a  by-word  and  proverbial,  yea, 

B  2  and, 
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and,  in  fome  fenfe,  a  term  of  reproach , 
as  formerly,  is  become,  not  only  refpeSi- 
ful,  and  to  be  fubmitted  to,  for  its  dignity, 
but  moreover  definable,  for  its  agreeablenefs 
too.  What  an  honour  is  it,  to  our  prefent 
all-fufficient  and  darling  Minifter,  to  have 
brought  about,  with  incomparable  addrefs, 
through  thorns  and  briars,  fuch  a  mar¬ 
vellous  change,  in  our  conftitution,  for 
the  better  f  to  have  found  means,  which  I 
account  a  rare  and. uncommon  felicity,  in 
a  Britifh  Statefman,  of  eftablifhing,  in 
fojhort  a  period,  what  had  been,  for  ages, 
the  patriotick  wifh  and  endeavour,  which 
however  was  almoft  defpaired  of,  a  Na¬ 
tional  Militia;  without  incurring  the 
difpleafure  of  his  Sovereign?  of  adding  to 
the  Regulars  of  the  year,  at  a  very  large 
expence,  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  men 
more  than  were  qfked  by  the  court ;  with¬ 
out  forfeiting  his  popularity?  of  cutting 

.  * 
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in  twain,  with  the  ■penetration ,  and  fore¬ 
fight  of  an  Alexander,  the  Gordian  knott, 
it  was  beyond  his  fkill  to  untwijl-,  and 
thereby  dextroufly  parrying  a  thruft,  made 
at  his  reputation,  fome  of  his  beft  friends, 
imagined  it  fcarce  poffible  for  him  to 
efcape  unhurt  by  ?  Seeing  as  we  have, 
Gentlemen,  this  unparalellcd  event  to  come 

to  pafs - and,  being,  in  our  own  per- 

fons,  witnefles  (for  I  can  no  longer  conceal 
the  pride  I  have,  in  being  known,  for  one 
of  your  body)  of  thofe  ajlonifiing,  and  aj- 
moft  fupernatural  benefits,  which  have 
accrued,  to  the  nation  in  general,  as  well 
as  to  feveral  particular  and  private  com¬ 
munities,  from  this  our  efablijhment ;  it 
ought  to  give  us  no  manner  of  coitcern, 
what  the  malevolent  and  difeontented 

falfely  report,  to  our  difadvantage - that, 

the  part  we  have  adfed,  in  the  whole  af¬ 
fair,  from  beginning  to  end,  hath  not  been 

i  * 
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a  welcome,  or,  fo  much  as  a  voluntary 
one  —  that,  many  not  altogether  honour¬ 
able,  and  fome  very  mean  contrivances 
weie  made  ufe  of,  to  recommend  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  truft,  to  our  good  liking  — —  that, 
nothing  lefs  than  compulsion,  could  have 
done  the  feat,  at  laft - and,  in  confirma¬ 

tion  of  all  that  is  alledged,  that,  from 
the  univerfal  difgujl  taken  thereat,  the 
price  of  fubftitutes  hath  rifen,  within  few 
months,  from  one  guinea  or  under,  at 
which  it  was,  in  moil  counties,  when  the 
Militia  began  to  be  imbodied,  to  ten 
guineas  each,  or  a  larger  fum.  JVTeer  ca-^ 
\il  tills  !  which  it  is  as  unreafonable  for 
any  one  to  expert,  as  improper,  on  many 
accounts,  for  us  to  trouble  ourfelves  about. 

«l  r  if idation  of.  For,  notwithftanding 
what  may,  with  th ejlrittejl  regard  to  truth 
and  juflice,  be  urged,  to  invalidate  thefe, 
and  other  indecent  affertions,  on  that  head; 
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envy  and  ill-will  mu  ft  be  acknowledged, 
rhings  of  fo  ftiff  and  obftinate  a  nature, 
as  but  rarely  to  give  place  to  argument, 
or  admit  of  convi&ion.  Injlcad  then  of 
beating  the  air,  and  taking  upon  me  a 
talk  of  more  pain  than  profit ;  my  aim,  in 
the  following  pages,  lhall  be,  to  throw  a 
new  light  on  the  fubjeht  —  iuch,  as  is 
every  way  fuitable  to  the  prefent  condition 
and  circumftanccs  ot  things  —  what,  it 
will  be  greatly  for  your  interejl,  to  have 
obferved  —  and  which  you,  and  all  con¬ 
cerned,  murl,  naturally  enough,  be  well 
p  leafed  with  the  confideration  of.  But, 
to  be  ingenuous  —  a  regard  to  pofterity, 
was  the  principal  motive  to  my  penning 
this  ferious  and  feafonabls  Addrefs  :  For, 
as  there  is  rcafon  to  hope,  the  troubles,  on 
account  of  which  you  were  brought  to¬ 
gether,  will  foon  have  a  happy  ending; 

and 
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and  the  differences  between  the  French  and 
US\  be  accommodated,  by  a  firm  and 

lafbng  peace;  fo  that  you  may,  every 
one  of  you,  indulge  a  well-grounded  ex¬ 
pectance,  of  being,  once  more,  reinfiat- 
ed  in  your  former  habitations,  and  in  the 
embraces  of  thofe  who  have  a  natural 
or  civil  dependance  on  you  :  nothing,  I 
am  well  affured,  will  read  better,  in  hi¬ 
ll  ory  give  a  Stronger  fandion  and  evi¬ 
dence,  to  the  ufe  and  conveniency  of  th® 
meafure  in  general  —  and,  be  a  ftter  in¬ 
citement,  in  perilous  times,  to  future  Mi¬ 
litia  men,  than  an  authoritative  recognition , 
m  the  face  of  the  world,  and  unimpeach¬ 
ed,  as  I  have  the  vanity  to  believe,  this 
my  fcheme  will  be;  of  thofe  ferquifttes 
and  emoluments,  which  the  whole  nation 
is  as  ready  to  pay,  as  to  acknowledge,  the 
juft  reward  of  fo  tranfeendent  a  beha¬ 
viour. 
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viour,  as  that ,  by  which  we  have,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom,  dijlingidfhed  our- 
felves. 

r  I 

The  firjt  objeift  of  our  remarks,  and 

that  no  flight  or  inconfiderable  one,  fhall 

■ 

be  the  appellation,  in  the  front  of  thefe 
papers,  Gentlemen ;  which,  in  troth,  is  fo  S 

much  your  due ,  from  the  time  of  your 
commencing,  thanks  to  minifterial  in¬ 
dulgence,  Regulars  $  it  will  not  be  refuted 
you,  by  your  moft  inveterate  maligners-— 

Not  a  recruiting  Serjeant  or  Corporal 

daring  to  beat  a  drum  or  to  eretft  his  hal-  f 

bert,  as  I  can  produce  inconteftible  proof 

of,  on  lower  terms  and  conditions.  But,  i|| 

alas!  red-coats,  though  faluted,  on  the 

moft  trifling  occafions  afterwards ,  as  well 

as  invited  into  the  army  at  flrjl  by  this  > 

moft  captivating  and  endearing  found 

4 

know  no  more  what  the  word,  Gentleman , 

C  means. 
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means,  than  they  do  what  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  by  the  liarih  and  uncouth  names 
of  Perfian  Dervife  or  Turkilli  Janizary  : 
and  are  as  much  in  the  dark,  touching 
the  privileges  annexed  to  the  one,  as  we 
may  prefume  them  to  be  to  thofe  perpe¬ 
tually  claimed  by  the  others.  To  a  perfefl 
elucidation  of  this  matter,  on  the  behalf 
of  my  brethren,  I  am  content  to  be  at 
iome  trouble ;  without,  however,  rajhly 
and  inconfider ately  giving  into  the  ftrange 
whims,  unaccountable  vagaries,  and  in- 
confiftent  dotages  of  Almanac-makers, 
fanciful  enthufiafts,  and  Welfh  genealo- 
gifts  :  having  qualified  myfelf  in  a  more 
judicious  way  of  proceeding,  for  the  office, 
bf  confulting  thole  hcenfed  and  approved 
books  offderaldry  I  could  conveniently  come 
at ;  and  making  a  very  diligent  fearch  into  the 
lccouls  of  the  court  of  chivalry,  long  fince 
grown  obfolete,  which  yet  we  may  hope  to 

fee 
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fee  once  more  revived:  the  informations 
of  a  learned  Fellow,  or  would  be  Fellow, 
I  am  uncertain  which,  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society,  have  alfo  cleared  up  fome  doubts, 
with  which  I  have  been  more  puzzled 
than  I  care  to  fay  —  But,  with  all  imagi¬ 
nable  deference  to  the  foregoing  authorities, 
the  cujlom  and  manners  of  the  age,  and  the 
practice  of  the  Beau  Monde ,  have  been  my 
chief  card  to  fail  by,  in  thefe,  fo  little 
navigated  feas.  In  reference  to  which,  it 
fhall  fuffice  to  declare,  once  for  all  j  that, 
in  order  to  my  pofitions  being  better  re¬ 
ceived  and  more  iinquejlionable  ;  as  oft  as 
* 

any  very  dubious  point  is  to  be  fettled  ;  or 
when  a  decifion,  out  of  the  vulgar  track, 
and  confequently  not  level  to  common  ap- 
prehenfion,  is  infilled  on  ;  I  fhall  not  fail 
to  produce  my  vouchers  —  and  thole,  of 
fo  ejlablijhed  a  reputation,  in  all  refpe61s, 
as,  with  every  impartial  judge,  to  be  fub- 

C  2  mitted 
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mittcd  to,  as  final .  The  'privileges  then 
annexed  to  gentility ,  I  conceive  to  be  of 
two  forts  —  fome  negative,  others  pofitive  ; 
neither  fo  well  hitherto  attended  to,  as  they 
ought  to  have  been  —  and  fome,  under 
both  predicaments,  however  well  compre¬ 
hended  by  adepts ,  not  fo  much  as  thought 
of,  by  many  of  our  gentry.  That  a 
Gentleman,  by  birth  or  by  ejhmation  (for 
both  are  now  in  a  manner  confounded  to¬ 
gether)  is  not  confined  to  ordinary  rules _ 

may  be  a  tranfgreffor  of  forms  —  and  is 
not  liable  to  have  his  honour  and  honefy 
called  in  queftion,  for  peccadillo's ,  will  be 
eafily  granted  me  —  indeed,  all  the  books 
I  have  looked  into,  fay  as  much  3  and  no¬ 
thing  is  better  fettled  among  the  cafuifts, 
of  both  the  Romiih  church  and  ours  — 
that  he  may  get  drunk ,  twice  a  day,  three 
times,  if  lie  be  a  country-gentleman  and  a 
fox- hunter  ;  and  that  he  may  fwear ,  from 
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morn  to  noon  and  from  noon  to  night  — 

*  m 
are  points  as  little  controverted.  The 

variety  of  judgments,  on  tliefe  heads,  re¬ 
lating  only  to  the  nature  of  the  liquors , 
and  to  the  exprefjion  and  manner  of  word¬ 
ing  the  oaths,  as  to  which,  there  may  be 
fome  difficulty  ;  the  general  rule  however 
holds  good,  that  get  drunk  he  may,  with 
fome  intoxicating  draughts  ^  and  /wear  he 
may,  in  fome  fet  of  words  or  other ,  as  fuits 
his  inclination  and  propenfity  thereto. 
That  he  is  allowed  to  frequent  gambling- 
houfes;  to  kill  game,  before  fun-rifing, 
and  tire  all  the  remainder  of  the  day,  by 
a  thoufand  pretty  inventions,  too  well 
known  to  be  here  recapitulated,  would  be 
wafting  ink  and  paper,  to  go  about  to 
prove  :  as  many  of  you,  by  the  help  of 
a  liberal  education,  in  fome  charity  fchool , 
have  been  enabled,  in  my  hearing,  to 
make  your  reports  of,  and  properly  to 

ani - 
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animadvert  on,  fuch  matters;  withou tfore- 
,  feeing ,  how  certainly  they  would  become, 
one  day,  your  own  concern.  But,  that  a 
gentleman  is  under  no  obligation  to  be  a 
good  chrijtian — to  believe  in  God,  his  and 
the  world’s  maker —  to  be  a  tender,  con- 
fcientious  and  affectionate  father ,  hujband 
01  br  other  to  love  his  country ,  and  to 
poftpone  all  private  confiderations  what¬ 
ever,  to  her  profperity  and  happinefs  — 
to  fpai  c  man  in  his  anger,  or  woman  in  his 
luft  ;  not  excepting  the  wife,  daughter,  or 
fiftei,  of  his  dcarejl  friend,  in  one  cafe; 
or  thofe,  bound  to  him,  by  the  tyes  of 
obligation,  confanguinity  or  alliance,  in 
the  other  -  that  he  is  under  no  neceffity 
of  difchai  ging  ajuftdebt,  but,  on  the  con- 
tiaiy,  fi  ee  to  thiow  out  at  the  window 
unread,  an  honed  tradefman’s  bill,  with 
tlie  bearer  thereof  too,  if  he  dares  be  more 
t  nan  01  dinar ily  importunate  for  payment — 
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in  lhort,  that  whatever  ftands  within  the 
grafft  of  his  inclination,  or  the  reach  of 
his  purfe,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  no 
unfit  object  of  his  claim,  and  entirely 
fubjecf  to  his  controul  \  any  law  or  ftatute 
of  the  land,  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 
ing  ;  are  privileges ,  which  fo  few  have 
any  idea  or  conception  of,  I  fhould  not 
fubfcribe  to  the  fupport,  or  let  myfelf 
loofe,  to  the  defence  of,  under  a  lefs  con¬ 
troverted  authority ,  than  that  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of —  and  that  of  the  ju¬ 
dicious  and  pious  Vifcount  of — who  are, 
in  thefe  kinds  of  doubt,  our  Littleton  and 
Coke  —  men  of  fo  fingular  a  probity, 
fuch  rare  experience,  and  indefatigable  ap¬ 
plication  to  bufincfs ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  fuch  towering  genius’s  —  that,  to 
make  any  queftion  of  their  judgments ,  would 
be,  to  expofe  a  man’s  own  to  the  hazard 
of  being,  ever  after,  low-rated.  That 

thefe 
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thtft  things  have  been  fomewhat  differently 
thought  of  formerly,  I  readily  own ;  but, 
as  in  the  courts  of  law,  prefcription,  ufage, 
and  'practice,  are  daily  experienced  to  be 
an  overmatch,  not  only  for  reafon  and 
equity,  but  for  exprefs  Jlatutes  themfelves; 
io,  in  the  injiance  before  us,  he  would  be 
reckoned  a  very  incompetent  and  infufficient 
judge,  of  what  is  or  is  not  allowable  and 
fitting  to  be  done,  who  fhould  plead  laws, 
civil  or  religious,  moral  or  divine,  in  op- 
pofition  to,  as  of  equal  force  with,  and  as 
fcrupuloujly  to  be  regarded  as,  the  cujloms 
of  the  age  we  live  in,  and  the  manners  of 
thofe  well-bred  pcrfons,  to  whom,  it  is  but 
decent,  to  give  the  lead,  in  all  matters  of 
confcquence.  ‘Thefe  then,  gentlemen,  are 
fure  and  indefeafible  rights,  to  which,  in 
virtue  of  your  having  been  a-while  Mili¬ 
tia-men,  you  are  entitled - which  I 

thought  it  my  duty,  at  this  juncture,  to 

apprize 
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apprize  you  of —  and  which  it  concerns 
you  to  take  care,  no  forfeiture  thereof  be 
incurred,  through  difufe,  or  what  the 
Lawyers  call 

That  the  legiflature,  whofe  creatures 
you  have  fo  courageoufy  approved  your- 
felves,  will  give  yoti  no  interruption,  nor 
lay  any  Jlumbling-blcck  in  your  way,  I 
durft  aim  oft  venture  to  pawn  my  credit. 
Dare  only  to  be,  what  you  have  more  than 
a  pretence  to  be  ;  not  even  the  Parfon  of 
your  parifti  will  prefume  to  attack  you, 
in  relation  to  any  of  the  articles  above  fpe- 
cihed ;  or,  if  he  ihould,  you  need  only 
plead  the  general  ilfue,  as  in  fimilar  cafes, 
and  take  my  word  for  it,  his  reverence 
will  be  nonfuited.  I  have  read,  in  a  very 
reputable  author,  that  our  good  friends  and 
allies  the  Dutch,  from  confiderations  mere¬ 
ly  political ,  willingly  indulge  their  failors. 
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at  the  arrival  of  an  Ead-India  fleet,  in 
every  kind  of  excefs  and  licentioufnefs  :  the 
reafon  of  which  is,  and  no  bad  one  to  a 
people  more  intent  on  getting  of  money, 
than  troubled  with  religions  qualms  —  that, 
whild  thefe  robud  and  hardy  adventurers 
have  a  diver  in  their  pockets,  they  are  not 
to  be  tempted  out  to  fea —  no  fooner  how¬ 
ever,  in  confequence  of  the  indulgencies 
here  fpoken  of,  doth  poverty  begin  to 
dare  them  in  the  face,  but  immediately  on 
go  the  trowfers  again,  and  they  prepare 
them  for  another  voyage.  You  are  not  to 
fuppofe,  Britons  will  have  lefs  regard  to 
the  reafonable  gratidcation  of  thofe  dif- 
tinguijhed  ones  among  them,  who,  purely 
by  their  own  merit,  are  elevated  to  a  fitch 
of  greatnefs,  far  exceeding  that  of  a  Dutch 
Ikippcr ;  albeit,  the  pouches  of  the  latter 
may,  for  a  feafon,  fwell  with  what  the 
former  are  taught  to  hold  in  contempt,  to 

their 


I 
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their  dying  day :  as  the  fruits  too  of fuch 
favours ,  in  one  cafe,  with  fome  degree  of 
certainty  looked  for ,  muft  be  allowed  of  . 
infinitely  greater  moment  than  thofe 
propofed  in  the  other.  For  may  we  not 
hope,  if  the  projected  rotation  continues 
to  be  approved  of,  as  at  prefent,  and  holds 
its  ground  for  a  few  years  more ;  the  coun¬ 
tenance  thus  given  to  fuch  deferving  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community,  will  have  its  ef¬ 
fect,  of  rendering  us,  whether  we  will  or 
not,  in  due  time,  an  entire  nation  of  gen¬ 
tlemen :  when  our  Hogen  Mogen  neigh¬ 
bours  muft  fet  down  contented  with 
being  in  the  feveral  dirty  capacities  of  mer¬ 
chants  and  manufacturers,  mechanicks  and 
followers  of  the  plough-tail ;  the  feoff  and 
J corn  of  the  univerfe  !  A  piece  of  an  ob¬ 
jection,  to  what  hath  been  here  offered,  I 
am  well  aware,  may  be  ftarted,  on  the 
ftrength  of  a  vulgar  faying,  in  that  part 

D  2  of 
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of  the  kingdom  to  which  1  belong,  viz.— - 
tnat  “  quality  without  quantity,  is  like 
pudding  without  fat, ’’—and  it  is  this  5  that 
the  backs  and  bellies  of  gentlemen  require 
as  much  attention,  literally  fo,  as  thofe 
of  inferior  people  — that  the  whorefon 
appetites  of  eating  and  drinking,  as  honeft 
Jeremy,  in  the  play  of  “  Love  for  Love,” 
humoroufly  enough  ftiles  them,  will  no 
more  be  gainfayed,  contradicted  or  thwart¬ 
ed,  than  the  inclinations  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  n.oic  exalted  and  noble  pathons,  fuch 
as  thofe  to  whoring,  fwearing,  gaming, 
<S:c.  and  that,  therefore,  meat,  drink  and 
cloaths,  are  as  neceffary  to  our  being,  as 
wenches,  oaths,  gaming-tables,  &c.  to 
our  iv el l- being.  But  thefe  objeCtors  would 
do  well  to  recoiled,  that  you  are  foldiers 
of  feme  Banding  —  in  a  fort,  veterans: 
and  tafciplined  with  the  exadhufs  and  nicety 
you  have  been,  it  is  prepofterous  to  ima¬ 


gine, 


gine,  you  have  not  learned,  among  other 
things,  both  how  to  be  abafed  and  how  to 
abound.  Though  then,  by  the  ; peculiar  lot 
of  your  having  been  placed  as  guards  over 
French-prifoners,  It  hath  been  your  hap- 
pinefs ,  as  is  ever,  I  am  told,  cuflomary 
with  the  keepers  of  ftate-prifons,  to  fatten 
at  the  expence  of  your  wards — not  only 
to  have  been  daily  regaled  with  exquifitely- 
nice  and  palatable  di flies  of  foup-meagre, 
dandelion-broth,  and  fricafees  of  frogs, — 
but,  beyond  this,  to  have  ftudied,  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  perfection  hardly  conceivable, 
under  the  infpedtion  of  thole  majlerly  pro¬ 
ficients,  the  principles  of  the  royal  art  of 
cookery  itfelf — thefe  undeniable  truths 
notwithftanding,  I  have  faith  to  believe, 
moft  of  you  continue  fiill  fo  low-minded 
and  humble ,  as  to  retain  your  former  relilli 
of  roafting-pig,  goofe,  turkey,  and  barn¬ 
door  fowl ;  and  that  even  a  beef-flak?,  for 

the 
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the  lake  of  variety,  may,  at  cemb 

tunes,  go  down  with  you  as  comfortably  as  a 
mill  of  bubble  and  fqueak,  with  my  Lord 

5  mo^  n°ted  epicure  in  Chriften- 
dom.  This  being  the  cafe,  ’tis  needlefi  for 
me  to  point  out,  with  what  facility  a  gen- 
t’eman-foldier  will  preferve  himfelf  from 
ftai  ring.  If  he  lhould  not  do  a  day’s  work 
throughout  the  year — and  the  night,  we 
are  allured,  to  be  that  in  which  no  man 
can  work  —  what  then  ?  he  may  yet  be 
doing  what  Falftaff  allows  to  be  as  much 
the  buftnefs  of  his  vocation,  as  any  thing 
eife.  A  word  to  the  wife.  The  fame  Fal- 
ftaff,  whom  I  refpefl,  as  a  better  foldier, 
and  one  of  a  quicker  thought,  at  a  pinch, 
than  either  of  the  two  celebrated  Marfhals, 
Turenne  or  Saxe ;  gives  us,  in  his  intfi- 
tutes,  an  ingenious  and  never-failing  rule 
to  go  by,  as  to  cloathing  a  military  corps, 
and  that  very  intelligibly,  in  two  or  three- 

words, 


% 
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words,  fuch  as  thefe  tliat  follow,  to  the 
beft  of  my  recollection,  for  I  have  not  his 
treadle  at  hand  to  confult ;  which,  though 
it  hath  gone  through  fo  many  editions, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  army  have  efteeni- 
ed  fo  effendal  and  neceffary  a  part  of  their 
camp-equipage,  the  officers  I  mean ;  it  Is 
grown  fcarce  and  not  to  be  purchafed,  but 
at  an  excejjive  rate  —  “  I  am  a  villain,  fays 
the  fat  Knight,  if  there  be  more  than  tivo 
ffiirts  in  my  whole  company ;  and  one  of 
them  confifts  of  two  napkins  fcwed  to¬ 
gether,  fiolen  from  my  Landlady  at  — ;  but 
no  matter  ;  wc  fhall,  in  our  march,  find 
linen  on  every  hedge  !”  Ay,  linen  you  fay  : 
but  is  that  fufficient  ?  I  can  firft  imagine, 
and  afterwards  forgive,  the  tartncfs  of  this 
reply  :  few,  in  cur  way,  being  to  be  fup- 
polcd  critically  learned,  or  to  have  any 
idea  of  rhetorical  figures.  I  fhall  make 
tnyfeif,  gentlemen,  better  underflood,  by 

1  informing: 
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informing  you,  that  when  little  mailer, 
the  Captain’s  hopeful  fon  and  heir,  was 
breeched ;  a  coat  and  waiftcoat  were  as  much 
a  part  of  his  new  drefs,  as  that  from 
whence  the  whole  derived  its  denomination. 
T  ]lc;  application  and  inference  are  plain  and 
obvious,  and  not  to  be  miflaken ;  and,  I 
truft,  as  much  within  the  apprehenfioR 
of  even  a  military  underhand ing,  as,  I 
pray  to  God,  the  things  we  are  difeourf- 
mg  of,  may  be  accejfihle ,  without  difficul¬ 
ty  or  danger,  to  the  Militia-man’s  touch  ; 
and  then,  .a  fig  for  the  objection.  It  will 
not  however,  be  thought  impertinent  in  me, 
to  note,  that  it  becometh  gentlemen  of  your 
cloth,  both  for  their  own  fakes,  and  for 
the  credit  of  the  army,  to  give  fpecial  at¬ 
tention  to  the  maxims  of  the  Lacedaemonian 
policy.  Acquifitions,  prompted  by  fu- 
penority  of  genius,  and  made  by  ingenuity 
and  height  of  hand,  as  long  as  they  con¬ 
tinued 
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tinued  indifcoverable,  were  not  liable,  *tis 

true,  to  mifconftruftions  and  cenfure,  in  j 

Sparta :  but  a  bungler ,  when  detected, 

met  with  no  mercy.  In  Britain  likewife,  I 

we  have  a  proverb,  that  4 4  a  mifs  is  as  good  j 

as  a  mile  and  common  obfervation  j 

teacheth  us,  that  44  to  be  fecret,  is  to  be  k 

fafe”.  —  So  far,  fo  good.  But  I  do  not  j, 

think  it  jrruclent  to  abate  any  thing  of  the  J 

requifite  caution,  in  making  thefe  experi-  ! 

ments,  through  a  rath  and  unwarrantable  (| 

confidence  in  the  indulgence  and  favour  (  ‘ 

of  a  dozen  (perhaps  envious  and  fpiteful) 

neighbours,  well  informed  of  your  dex- 

ferity ,  by  viva-voce  evidence,  and  under  |  # 

the  direction  of  a  perfon  fo  ill-devoted  to  our  +j 

profeffion,  as  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  W  .  | ; 

and  fome  others  of  his  brethren.  For  the  1 H 

fame  prudential  reafons  ( conscientious  ones, 

I  ihould  be  alhamed  to  offer,  as  entirely  !  I 

out  of  the  queflion)  my  advice  to  you  is,  I 

E  to 


to  commit  murder,  and  even  to  draw 
blood,  as  feldom  as  poffible,  and  never 
but  for  fame  very  extraordinary  end :  hav¬ 
ing  in  remembrance,  that  the  right  of 
oomg  either,  by  authority  and  law,  as  fol- 
diers,  and  in  any  other  capacity  than 

that,  above  reprefented,  of  gentlemen _ 

ceales  the  moment  you  are  difeharged 
the  fervice.  I  have  further  to  add,  if  the 
word  comes  to  the  word,  as  the  faying  is  ; 
there  are  many,  I  am  informed,  among 
>ou,  who  have  made  fome  progrefs  in  the 
■profitable  my  fiery  of  knitting  fiockings, 
garters,  purfes,  and  other  ingenious  nick- 
nacks,  by  afiociating  yourfelves  with  thofe 

humane  and  grateful  zrts-mafiers,  the  French- 

prifonersj  who,  in  return  for  the  chari¬ 
table  contributions,  dealt  them  with  ho 
foe  and  open  a  hand,  were  ready  enough, 
it  is  by  all  allowed  to  difclofe  the  fecret. 

Gallia  capta  ferum  vitforem  ccepit,  et 

artem 
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artem  intullt  ” — as  our  learned  curate  re¬ 
marked,  after  taking  a  full  view  of  thofe 
nimble-finger’d  folk  —  the  addrefs  of  the 
teachers,  and  the  docity ,  as  I  think  he  call¬ 
ed  it,  of  the  learners.  Now  knotting  and 
knitting  being  words  fo  very  like  in  found 
and  fenfe ;  and  the  former  in  fuch  high 
requeft  with  the  fair  fex ;  in  fo  much 
that  Ladies  of  very  great  diftinddion,  have 
been  known  to  furnilh  out  whole  apart¬ 
ments,  with  the  produce  of  their  own 
induftry,  in  this  kind  ;  it  is  paft  my  /kill 
to  conceive,  why  the  latter  fhould  be  lefs 
becoming  perfons  of  falhion  who  do  not 
wear  petticoats  $  or,  why  gentlemen  fhould 
blufh  to  be  difeovered  in  the  fame  atti¬ 
tude  with,  and  occupied  in  the  fame  myf- 
teries  as  Ladies  of  figure  and  fortune.  Not 
to  infift  too,  that  there  is  a  propriety ,  in 
this  fo  fuitablean  adjuftment  of  perfons  and 
charaders  ;  as  thofe  of  either  fex,  if  dif- 

]£  2  vc  : 
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pofcd  to  gallantry,  may,  by  that  means, 
come  to  a  more  exaft  knowledge  of,  and 
a  better  undemanding  with,  each  other,  at 
t:js  trouble,  and  in  a  much  Jhorter  fpace 
ct  time,  than  are  ufually  devoted  to  fuch 
elegant  and  fafaicnable  purfuits.  So  that, 
fhould  General  Falflaff’s  expedient  fail  us, 
by  the  craft’s  lying  under  fome  difcourage- 
ment,  as  is,  now  and  then,  the  misfortune 
in  every  branch  of  fcicnce,  occafioned  by 
awkward  and  ill-injl rubied  practitioners,  un¬ 
equal  to  their  bufinefs ;  this  ether,  where¬ 
in  the  utile  and  the  dulce  may  go  hand  in 
hand,  will  well  enough  fupply  the  defi¬ 
ciency  thereof,  as  a  fuccedaneum,  and  un- 
till  better  times,  in  defiance  of  the  whole 

bench  of  judges,  and  that  of  bilhops  into  the 
bargain. 


The  other  article  I  am  to  treat  of,  is  far 
mote  weighty  and  fignificant,  than  anything 

yet 
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yet  mentioned  :  as,  not  only  having  a  view 
to  the  particular  intereft  of  the  corps,but 
as  comprehending  in  it,  the  ext ev five  good 
of  the  community.  The  defign  I  con- 
fels  to  be  not  entirely  or  originally  my 
own,  but  borrowed,  in  part,  from  two 
finall  pieces  of  very  dijjimilar  characters,  ill 
coupled  together  in  this  addrefs,  and  ne¬ 
ver/e,  I  will  be  pofitive,  until  now  :  whe¬ 
ther  by  me  improved  or  not,  I  muft  leave 
to  the  reader  to  determine,  after  having 
capacitated  him,  by  a  difeovery  of  their 
names ,  to  judge.  One  of  thefe  was  ufhered 
into  the  world  under  the  fpecious  and  well- 
founding  title  of  “  A  defence  of  the  ad- 
“  miniftration,  &c.”  if  I  miflake  not,  for 
having,  it  feems,  introduced  ten  or  twelve 
thoufand  German  foldiers  into  the  king¬ 
dom,  when  we  were  threatened  with  an 
invalion,  by  the  inveterate  and  implacable 
enemies  of  us,  and  of  our  conftitution,  the 

French. 
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French.  The  author  was  fuppofed  to  be 
a  perfon  of  high  rank,  an  excellent  pen-man, 
an  able  matter  of  politics,  and  not  lefs  fo  of 
every  other  fubjeft  he  undertakes.  So  that 
peoples  expectation  was  not  a  little  raifed, 
on  the  report  of  fo  celebrated  a  champion’s 
coming  on  the  Jlage,  efpecially  in  favour, 
as  it  was  then  underflood,  of  a  meafure  he 
was  known  to  have  disapproved,  when  it 
was  in  agitation  :  but  how  agreeably  were 
we  furprized  and  pleafed,  when  the  per¬ 
formance  was  found  to  take  quite  another 
turn  than  was  expected,  and  to  contain  in 
it,  under  the  moft  delicate  irony,  the  bit - 
terejl  ftrokes  of  fatyr,  and  a  mafs  of  wit 
and  humour,  rarely  equalled,  never ,  I  think, 
exceeded.  The  other  traft,  to  which  I 
frankly  acknowledge  myfelf  obliged,  is 
of  no  higher  a  form  than  that  of  an  ordi¬ 
nary  Old  Baily  “  Sefiions-Paper”— which, 
of  a  date  far  bach ,  whoever  will  be  at  the 

trouble 
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trouble  of  turning  over ,  may,  not  impro¬ 
bably,  be  diverted,  as  I  was  at  the  time  of 
reading,  with  an  account  of  the  famous , 
or  rather  infamous ,  Newgate  child-getter ,  as 
he  is  there  ftyled ;  faid,  by  the  chronicler 
of  thofe  times,  to  have  been  of  fpecial  ufe 
to  unfortunate  wretches  of  the  other  fex, 
who  had  hopes,  after  condemnation,  of 
having  their  lives  fpared,  by  pleading  their 
belly. 

About  thirty  years  ago,  it  is  well  re¬ 
membered,  a  projedl  was  fet  on  foot ,  for 
gradually  leflening  the  national  debt,  by  a 
method  which,  however  plaufible,  met  with 
abundance  of  oppofition,  both  within  doors 
and  without ,  from  a  conceived  notion,  that 
the  remedy  would  be  worfe  than  the  dif- 
eafe.  My  readers  need  not  be  informed, 
that  I  mean  the  much-canvaffed  Excife-hill, 
as  it  was  called  ;  which,  after  great  de¬ 
li  bates 
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b.ues  tlieieon,  was  at  length  thrown  out,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  and  the  faid  na¬ 
tional  debt  is  fince  encreafcd,  from  about 
Jixty  millions,  where  it  then  flood,  to  nigh 
an  hundred  :  nothing  of  the  fame  kind 
having  been  attempted,  if  we  except  the 
low  ering  the  intereft  of  money,  by  any  of 
Sii  Robert  Walpole’s  fucceffors,  for  fear  of 
the  contrivers  undergoing  the  like  fall  with 
this  minifler,  whofe  interejl  vifibly  declined, 
after  that  mitcarriage.  It  is  no  lefs  noto¬ 
rious,  that  until  within  three  or  four  years 
lafl  paft,  the  national  courage  likewile  was 
at  fo  low  an  ebb,  that  many  of  our  beji  and 
ablejl  patriots  took  it  into  their  heads  al- 
moft  to  defpair  of  the  commonwealth. 
Then  it  was,  that  the  Militia-Scheme,  for 
the  more  fure  revival,  and  the  better  [up- 
port,  of  that,  wherein  we  had  been  fo  ma- 
nifeflly  defective ,  was  propofed,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  happier  conclufion.  Had  that 


not 
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not  fuccecdcd,  as  it  did,  beyond  rnoft  mens 
expectations,  we  had  certainly,  by  this  time, 
been  bankrupts  in  reputation .  So  that  I 
muft  beg  pardon  of  the  Generals  \\  olf, 
Amherft,  Townfhend,  Murray,  &c.  of  the 
Admirals  Hawke,  Bofcawen,  Watfon,  and 
Pocock ;  and  of  the  Captains  Keppcl, 
Harvey,  Gardiner,  Lockhart,  and  rl  yrrel, 
to  whom  the  fuccefs  of  fo  many  brave 
adlions  hath  been  faijly  aferibed  ;  for  mak¬ 
ing  the  public  declaration  I  now  do,  of 
the  world’s  having  been  egregioujly  impofed 
on ,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  when  it  was 
made  to  believe  fo  advantageoujly  of  thofe 
fuppofed  heroes  :  as  whatever  was  per¬ 
formed,  either  by  fea  or  land,  fince  the 
Militia  Epoch,  as  it  will  be  everlaftingly 
named  in  the  Britifh  annals,  it  is  no  more 
than  jiiftice ,  to  attribute  entirely  to  that 
new  and  improved  regulation  in  the  Mili¬ 
tary,  whereby  our  enemies  were  ftruck 

E  with 
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wIth  a  PannIc>  and  our  friends,  round 
tllc  elated  above  meafure.  And, 

indeed,  fo  umverfal  and  forcible ,  even  at 
a  dijlance,  was  the  imprejjion,  much  to  the 
honour  of  our  corps,  made ;  no  wonder 
every  thing  plyed  before  it  :  that  ftone-walls 
became,  with  cafe,  available — and  French 
hiip.>  01  war  as  weak  and  indefenfible  as 
cock-boats,  when  attacks  were  made,  by 
Fritilh  foldiers  and  bailors,  upon  either. 
Fi  uths  fo  greatly  redounding  to  our  praife, 
which  have  been  publickly  afferted,  and, 
with  no  frnall  degree  of  eloquence,  main¬ 


tained,  by  one  of  Mr.  Alderman _ ’s 

nguie  and  character,  in  an  augujl  ajfembly , 
v.  here  reafon  is  never  thrown  away ,  lhould 


not  have  been  here  repeated,  but  that  our 


valour,  and  the  elfedls  of  it,  may  be  as 
tv  >ic  rally  known  and  allowed  of,  by  thofe 
we  have  faved  from  deftru&ion,  as  they 
ought,  in  equity,  to  be.  It  is  good  po¬ 
licy, 


licy,  fays  my  good  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in 
fome  of  his  writings,  for  any  conftitution 
that  is  Jickly ,  or  upon  the  decline ,  to  have 
recourfe  to  thofe  maxims,  on  which  it  was 
originally  founded.  I  have  already  touched 
upon  the  unfortunate  circumftances  this 
kingdom  was  under,  previous  to  cur  efta- 
bliihment — and  alfo  proved,  if  I  know  any 
thing  of  what  proof  fhould  confift,  that 
all  that  hath  been  done  to  good  purpofe 
fince ,  was,  in  effeft,  our  doing.  Some  hint 
too  hath  been  given,  how  unhappily  the 
nation  hath  fujferecl ,  for  rejecting  that  fa- 
lutary  meafure,  the  Excife-Schemc,  pro- 
pofcd  by  a  public-fpiritcd  minifter,  the  late 
Sir  Robert  Walpole - Thefe  premifes  con¬ 

sidered  j  my  propofal,  without  any  more 
preamble,  is,  that,  cc  As  foon  as,  by  the 
rotation  the  Militia- Aft  enjoins,  a  compc- 
tent  number  of  fit  and  ahlc-boclicd  men, 
adequate  in  number  to  our  fcheme,  iliall  be 

F  2  provided, 


[ 


3 


i 

J 


provided,  every  city,  town,  village,  and 
hamlet,  throughout  the  kingdom,  may 
have  refidcnt  in  it,  one  or  more  difcharged 
Mihtia-Men,  according  to  its  dimenfions 
and  extent,  for  the  foie  ufe  and  purpofe  of 


propagating,  to  the  good  of  pofterity,  that 
ttuc  britilh  fipirit,  they  have  every  one  of 
them  gi\  en  fuch  undoubted  proof  of,  and 
winch  the  prefent  age  hath  confeffed- 
ly  been  fo  much  benefited  by.”  Nor 
f‘°  ^  he  much  difficulty  in  bringing  this 
oui  defign  to  bear,  provided  every  one  fets 
ins  hand  to  the  plough,  with  that  zeal  ami 
ardour  the  importance  of  the  affair  re~ 
cpiiicj.  What  flood  in  the  way  of  the 
hxcife-fcheme,  and  was,  in  truth,  an  ob- 
jecfion  not  prefently  to  he  got  over,  I  take 


to  have  been  an  apprehenfion  of  our  civil 
Jioei  ties  being  endangered,  at  any  time, 
by  too  great  a  number  of  revenue-officers  ■, 
for  fuch  are  thought  no  better  of,  in  this 

country, 


country,  than  as  tools  of  the  court,  and  are 
as  much  fufpefied,  and  in  as  great  detejla- 
tion  with  us,  as  ever  the  Roman  tax-gatherers 
were  in  any  of  their  conquered  provinces. 
Whereas  our  Militia-Men,  though,  for 
number,  it  is  true,  like  to  become,  in  a 
few  years,  no  inconfiderable  body — and, 
by  my  intention,  acknowledged  to  be,  in  a 
qualified  fenfe,  even  after  their  difcharge, 
in  the  government’s  fervice,  cannot  but 
approve  themfelves,  from  the  very  nature 
of  their  inftitution,  true  fathers  of  their 
country  ;  more  emphatically  and  more  ex- 
tenfively  fo,  than  ever  the  Roman  orator 
did,  to  whom,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the 
fcnate,  that  appellation  was  fo  defervedly 
given.  And  the  celebrated  writer  of  the 
“  Defence,  &c.”  whom  I  never  can  enough 
commend  for  his  love  of  his  country,  his 
rare  abilities,  and  feafonable  application  of 
them,  whenever  there  is  ogcafion,  muft  yet 

excufe 
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excufe  me  for  faying,  the  prefer*  propo- 
fal  hath  much  the  advantage  of  his,  as  in 
f°me  other  refpebis,  fo  efpecially  in  this,  on 
account  of  which,  I  prefume,  it  was  re- 

je<^ec^ . fhat  the  materials  he  propofed 

making  ufe  of,  in  the  bufmefs,  were  of  fo¬ 
reign  growth  ;  and  it  could  not  be  expetfed 
they  fhould  do  otherwife  than  Jlink  in  the 
noftrils  of  every  good  Englifhman-where- 
as  nothing  of  that  kind  can  be  objected  to 
us.  My  friend,  the  antiquarian,  tells  me, 
he  hath  difcovered,  in  old  writings,  traces 
of  a  very  extraordinary  cuftom,  long  fince 
difcontinued,  among  us,  whereby  the  pa- 
nlh  pneft,  in  fome  places,  and  the  Lord  of 
the  Manor,  in  others,  laid  claim  to  th tfirji 
night’s  lodging  with  the  bride,  every  cou¬ 
ple  that  was  married.  Which  of  the  fexes 
was  mojl  gratified,  and  found  its  account 
thereby,  as  lie,  for  reafons  beft  known  to 
himfelf,  did  not  reveal  to  me  5  fo  neither 

will 
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will  I  prefume  to  guefs.  It  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  omitted,  what  he  further  relates, 
as  a  [pedal  anecdote ,  which  the  enemies  of 
Old  Oliver,  and  the  revilers  of  his  admi- 
niftration,  were  certainly  not  appiized  of, 
otherwife  to  be  fure  we  fhould  have  lead 
it,  in  thofe  judicious  and  well-penned  hifto- 
ries,  which  fo  faithfully  and  circumjl  anti  ally 
record  the  whole  and  every  part  of  that 
grand  ufurper  s  contrail  with  the  Devil.  It 
was  apprehended  to  be  in  view  to  this  very 
claim ,  which  there  was  a  talk,  in  thofe  truly - 
gallant  times,  of  reviving  ;  that  marriages 
were,  by  authority  of  parliament ,  ordered  to 
be  no  longer  celebrated  in  churches ,  and  by 
men  in  holy  orders ,  but  entrufted  to  the 
management  of  juftices  of  the  peace  lo 
which,  aftonillied  at  what  I  had  heard,  in 
the  fimplicity  of  my  heart,  I  could  not  but 
reply— that  “  admitting  what  he  faid  to 

b efaSl,  the  clergy  of  our  days,  as  if  ienlible 

of 


[  4o  j 

of  the  intended  affront  upon  their  order,  in 

"C  P'rr0m  of  forefathers,  were,  in 
tor  tm  it,  as  deiirous  of  doing  lay-duty,  in 

P  ace  of  unfanaified  men  of  fortune  ;  by 

creeping,  with  all  poffible  aftiduity,  into 

the  commiffion  of  the  peace,  upon  no  bet- 

t£>\  a  pre  ten  lion  thereto,  than  that  of  its 
beinS  to  them  an  acceptable  employment.” 
But  this  by  the  bye.  I  myfelf  can  teftify, 

that_  m  che  tillage  for  which  I  ferve,  as 
Mihtia-Man,  two  irrational  creatures,  of 
g0od  aPPearance,  and  fubftantial  vigour, 
are  kept  (at  tvhofe  charge  I  could  never 
learn)  for  the  ufe  of  all  the  parhhioners, 
left  the  Jlrain  of  fwine  and  of  black-cattle’ 
ftiould  degenerate  and  become  o  fiefs  value’ 
than  ot  old.— -Now  it  is  but  copying,  in 
its  fpirit,  intent,  and  meaning,  the  afore- 
faid  provifion  for  brutal  pofterity  ;  maugre 
all  trivial  and  commonplace  fneers,  which 
may  be  made  on  the  thing  itfelf, — reviving 

O 
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my  Antiquarian’s  claim  9  and  transferring  it 
from  where  it  was  originally,  to  Militia - 
Men ,  and  the  bufinefs  is  done.  Nor  is  it 
other  than  a  well-boding  circumftance  in 
cur  favour,  that  one  exprefs  provifion  of  the 
Militia-Aft,  as  it  now  ftands,  is,  a  difeharge 
to  be  granted  to  all  fuch  as  have  ferved  a 
Jhorter  term  than  that  affigned  to  the  ge¬ 
nerality,  upon  their  claiming  it,  in  virtue  ot 
their  being  thirty-five  years  of  age,  though 
at  the  hazard  of  fucceffors,  aged  forty-nine  9 
being  draughted  in  their  room.  Now,  no 
one  will  believe,  a  well-difciplined  ioldiei, 
in  the  prime  of  life ,  not  infinitely  prefeia- 
ble  to  a  raw,  ignorant  one,  nigh  approach¬ 
ing  to  fifty ;  which  age  is  univerfally  ex¬ 
cepted .  Nor  is  fuch  a  politic  finejfe ,  as  this 
appears  to  be,  in  tire  contriving  and  pen¬ 
ning  fo  invaluable  a  ftatute,  to  be  other  wife 
accounted  for,  than  by  a  prefumption  the 

legillature  had  fomething  of  more  confc- 

G  quence, 
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quer.ce,  whereon  afterwards  to  employ  their 
rch-afcd  Militia-Men;  and,  perhaps,  the 
■very  defign  I  am  now  recommending,  in 
piofpedl.  And  this  reafoning  will  further 
appear  to  be  juft,  if  Vve  recoiled,  what  all 
naturalifts,  phyficians,  and  midwives,  are 
agieed  in,  that  children,  begot  by  their 
fathers,  from  between  the  ages  of  thirty  and 
ty ,  ar e,  caeteris  paribus,  incomparably 
more  acute,  robuft,  and  hale,  than  others. 
A  hether  my  fufpicions  have  any  foundation 
or  not,  time  will  fhew.  Sure  however,  I 
am,  that  notwithftanding  my  unalterable 
devotion,  gentlemen,  to  your  fer vice  and 
that  of  my  country,  the  very  apfirehenfion 
thereof  hath,  fome  how  or  other,  checked 
me,  in  the  large  Jlrides  I  was  precipitately 
taking,  towards  a  full  explanation  of  fun- 
dry  particulars,  this  our  intended  fcheme 
was  to  contain,  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
a  dozen  pages ;  which  1  now  cannot  find  i0 
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my  heart  to  make  public.  For  whatever 
liberty,  in  a  free  ftate  as  ours  is,  -private 
perfons  may  warrantably  affume,  to  make 
proportions  for  the  good  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  ;  I  am  fenfible  ’tis  the  prerogative  of 
thcfe  in  authority,  and  what,  generally 
fpeaking,  they  are  but  too  jealous  and  te¬ 
nacious  of,  to  accommodate  fuch,  if  in  the 
main  not  difliked,  to  their  own  way  of 
thinking,  or  rather  to  their  prepoflef- 
fions  and  prejudices.  And,  to  fpeak  my 
mind,  I  fhould  not  be  proud  of  being  the 
reputed  parent  of  a  miferably-maimed  off- 
fpring,  not  naturally  jo,  but  jo  rendered, 
by  the  caprice  or  wantonnefs  of  pofitive 
and  felf-opiniated  nurjes.  As  far  as  I  have 
already  gone,  1  am  bold,  and  confidently 
promife,  to  fland  to  ;  but  let  others  an. w.  r 
for  what  refinements  and  improvemen'9 
they  may  be  difpofed  to  make.  It  would, 
however,  be  inexcufable  in  me,  to  omit  one. 
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"Inch,  if  am  rightly  informed,  was 
indeed  inferted  in  the  firft  rough  draught 
of  the  Militia-Bill ;  but,  through  the  neg¬ 
ligence,  or  fomething  worfe,  of  an  under¬ 
clerk,  in  a  certain  office,  who  is  alfo  an 
apothecaiy,  and  confequently  interefled  in 
the  aff aii ,  left  cut  of  the  later  copies.  It 
•  s,  1  hat  Adihtia-lVXen,  whether  officers 
or  private  centinels,  fhould  be  obliged  to 
lay  afiae,  gi  actually,  all  their  military  geer, 
three  months  at  leaf!  before  their  dif- 
perfion.”  Even  as  perfons  coming  out  of 
a  fit  of  ficknefs,  by  their  doaors ;  and 
horfes,  that  have  been  in  fweats,  by  their 
grooms,  are  never  permitted  to  go  abroad, 
di veiled  of  all  their  rcfpeaive  accoutrements , 
at  once.  For  want  of  which  caution,  an 
enfign,  in  the  company  to  which  I  be¬ 
longed,  had  well  nigh  loft  his  valuable  life  : 
l  fay,  valuable,  and  upon  good  warrant— for, 
having  been  originally  a  taylor,  and  ferved 


I 


f 

L 


45  j 


\ 


in  Elliot’s  Light-horfe,  before  he  came 
into  the  Militia,  he  was  doubly  Serviceable , 
both  to  us  and  to  thofe  prifoners  over 
whom  he  was  fet  as  a  guard.  This  gen¬ 
tleman,  being  of  a  tender  and  delicate  confti- 
tution,andbutof  a^aremake,foon  after  his 
return  home  to  vifit  his  relations,  contracted 
an  indifpofition,  which  ftuck  by  him  a 
long  time,  and  which  he  imputed,  not  tin- 
reafonably,  to  his  having  indiscreetly  ven¬ 
tured  out,  on  a  cold  raw  morning,  to  the 
neceffary-houfe,  (futuated,  unfortunately  for 
him,  at  the  farther  end  of  a  long  ftrip  of  a 
garden)  without  thofe  characteriftic  im¬ 
plements  of  his  profeffion,  to  make  room 
for  which,  apron,  fheers,  yard,  and  goofe, 
had  been,  in  courfe,  thrown  afide — falh, 
fword,  and  gorgett  !  and  only  having  about 
half  an  ell  of  black  crape,  tyed  in  a  hurry, 
as  the  bufinefs  he  went  about  we  may  pre- 
fume  was  prejfing ,  over  his  upper  garment, 
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on  the  left  arm.  This  fmgle  circumftance, 
gentlemen,  I  thought  it  advifeable  to  re¬ 
mind  thofe  in  power  of,  for  your  fakess 
notwithftanding  my  apprehenfion,  a  few 
lines  back  ;  otherwife  I  llrould  have  Jhut 
up  the  whole,  as  I  am  now  haftening  to  do, 
fomewhat  fooner,  with  the  following  re¬ 
flexion:  that  having  immediately  in  our 
view  (for  I  look  upon  myfelf,  as  now 
fpeaking  to  all  who  bear  the  name  of 
Engliflimen )  a  fit  opportunity  of  (hewing  to 
the  world  our  lively  fenfe  of  national  gra¬ 
titude,  by  an  inftance  more  affe&ing,  more 
efficacious,  and  more  lading,  than  that  of 
cofily  monuments  to  be  eroded  in  Weft- 
minder  abbey— and  of  railing,  at  the  fame 
time,  and  by  the  fame  means,  the  reputation 

_ of  valour=  to  a  height,  which,  with 

the  joint  aid  and  encouragement  of  thofe 
virtuous  fennnaries,  marine-focieties,  and 
foundling-hofpitals,  it  could  never  yet,  but 
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in  part,  and  that  not  until  very  lately,  arrive 
at ;  to  flight  and  undervalue,  yea,  not  to 
embrace  and  clofe  therewith,  would  be 
giving  fuch  an  evidence  of  our  fixed  and 

determined  infenfibility - fuch  proof  of 

national  degeneracy,  and  an  entire  lofs  of 
public  fpirit  from  among  us— and  thofe 
marks  of  our  difregard  of  merit,  and  of  our 
indifference  and  unconcern  for  pofterity, 
as  will  fhock  the  friends  of  our  country, 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  ;  and  which  our  enemies 
will  be  in  raptures  to  publilh. 


April  i,  1761. 
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P  OSTSCRIP  T. 

QlNCE  this  was  penned,  I  have  feen 
an  article  in  the  public  papers,  from  Hex- 
am  in  Northumberland,  greatly  redound¬ 
ing  to  the  praife  of  our  brethren’s  mark f~ 
manjhip,  which  I  was  fully  purpofed  to  com¬ 
ment  on,  in  a  Poftfcript - but  our  curate. 

who  is  never  without  a  fcrap  of  Latin  in  his 
mouth,  tells  me,  that  trouble  may  be  well 
fpared,  as  the  motto  which  he  hath  fur- 
nifhed  me  with,  to  be  affixed  to  the  title- 

page  of  this  Addrefs,  will  affuredly  anfwer 
the  fame  end. 


